ENGLISH4

WEEK 1
House on Mango Street is made up of short stories, vignettes and character sketches that Sandra Cisneros has written "tell one big story, each story contributing the whole like beads in a necklace", While we read this "novel" we will be exploring and discussing many themes such as individual identity, loyalty, loss and estrangement, racial inequality and return.

Each student must keep a journal, a separate notebook, in which he/she will write observations, ideas, questions about the book. Students will be writing about their own experiences as well and will write an autobiography as the culminating writing project for this unit

Students will be responsible for answering in writing: comprehension questions on the assigned readings, on demand quick-writes, and longer essays. Students are expected to bring their journals, books and working drafts to every draft meeting and be prepared to participate in class discussion. Unit grades will be based on achievement in these areas.

English 4 students will also be putting together their portfolios showing competency in reading, writing, and speaking. You will be given ample opportunities to accomplish this with my guidance. PLEASE try hard to arrive at class on time each week so that we can use the full hour to discover and explore your brilliant abilities in English 4!

Assignment #1:

1)
As you read House on Mango St jot down in your journal the common idiomatic phrases you read such as “But J know how those things go” or “people like us”. What does Esperanza mean by these phrases and what does the author! Cisneros show us about her characters life in using these phrases?

2)
Write a description of your home1 using language that tells the reader both how it looks and how you feel about it Then write a description about the kind of house in which you’d like to live

